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Your Newsletter Editor

February, what can I say. It’s been another busy one for me, cheer related again. Hence the pic above, me
in my team cheerleading competition kit. Taken at Wembley, the first competition of the year, then

followed by Hamburg two weeks later. Both mine and Emilia’s teams did very well! And immensely proud
of them! 

We’ve had Valentine rally this month at Kingfisher and it looked to be a great rally from what I can see in
the pictures sent to me, and a great location. Which I have shared below.

We’ve had news that Alan Port and his wife Anne have had to say farewell to the club and sent a lovely
farewell message, which I have shared below. We have recently heard of the passing of Colin Walker, if

you would like to attend his funeral details of this are included in the announcements section.

Please keep sending over details of rallies you’ve attended during March, so I can add these to the March
newsletter. There are some fun rallies coming up and excited to see and hear what you got up to. 

If you have anything special you would like me to add, announcements or anything you wish to share
within the centre. Please send to me on laura.randell@whampshirecc.co.uk 



Centre Chair

It looks like Spring is well and truly on the way now, with lighter mornings and evenings plus lots of Spring
flowers which all bodes well for our 2026 rallies.

It was lovely to see so many of you at the Valentines Rally at Kingfisher Caravan Park. The lovely weather
on the Saturday enabled many people to explore the local area although for those leaving on Sunday it was

rather a wet pack up and journey home. Many thanks to the rally officers.

As reported in my last report we held the Open Forum in January and after committee discussions at the
meeting, I’m sharing the main points with you all.

Photographs on Social Media – Please advise rally officers, centre committee if you do not wish to be
featured in photos that are likely to be added to our Facebook or Instagram pages.
Amalgamation of Centres – Centres can apply to merge with others if they are unable to form a
committee. CAMC HQ are still reviewing options available to centres and will report in due course.
Centre Grants – Given by CAMC HQ to centres to cover AGM and meeting costs. Grants used to be
banded based on membership, now all centres will receive the same amount, for West Hants that means
a reduction.
Social Media – The centre continues to use a closed Facebook group, which only West Hants members
can access. We also now have an Instagram account to enable us to promote rallies and events to a
wider audience. Applications to join will be reviewed by Steph Maddern, who is the committee member
responsible for social media.

The Youth Section are gearing up in anticipation of their rallies in April and July, please do support them
and help to raise funds for their chosen charity.

Emma, our Rally Secretary has been busy booking rallies for 2027, we hope to be able to share a draft
programme with you soon.

As our rallies start to increase in regularity I look forward to catching up with many of you. 

Helen



Upcoming Rallies - 

Rallies
rally books are available - make sure to grab your copy.

 To book a rally online, follow the below link which will take you to the rally

page 

https://whampshirecc.co.uk/index.php/2026-rallies/

Rally 5 - 13  march to 15  March - back for the

craic - copythorne scout hut

th th

Rally 6 - 14  March - SWD Question Time - National

Motor Museum Beaulieu

th

Rally 7 - 20  March to 22  - spring in the forest -

centenary site

th nd

Rally 8 - 27  March to 29  March - 80's weekend -

dinton village hall

th th

rally 9 - 2  April to 6  april - out of this world -

mary hare school

nd th

Rally 10 - 10  April to 12  April - Youth Section Fun

- Little metlands

th th

https://whampshirecc.co.uk/index.php/2026-rallies/


february Rallies

valentines Rally

a rally of romance at kingfisher caravan park in lee on solent. A site which is a short

stroll to stoke bay for a coastal walk or to alver valley country park. 

in lee there are cafes, pubs, restaurants, including 2 tap rooms. further along is

gosport with shops, submarine museum, explosion museum. A little ferry ride will take

you over to portsmouth and the historic dockyard, home to ‘the mary rose’, see HMS

Victory, and visit gunwharf quays for designer shops restaurant and bars. 

13  February - 14  februaryth th



rally notifications

Change to - Rally 44 Xmas at Salisbury. 

will now be held on the weekend of

27th - 29th November 2026

Make sure to book your space on the

south west centres rally!! Located in

cirencester park, right by and coincides

with the costwold show. 

to book visit

www.southwestcentres.co.uk

https://www.southwestcentres.co.uk/


West Hampshire 

youth Section 
2025 - 2026

from our youth section

Each month get to learn a little about each of our youth section. Which rallies they enjoy

and their favourite activities. 

Hi!

My name is Clara and I am 11 years old. I have
been caravanning since I was 1-month old. I

enjoy caravanning because I make lots of new
friends and have loads of fun. 

This is my first year in youth section so I am
really excited. 

Life outside of being on the rally field, I like
hanging out with friends and family, going to
school, singing, dancing and rock climbing.

Hi!

My name is Ella, I am 11 years old. This is my
first year on youth section. 

I've been caravanning since I was 2 months old. 
I enjoy caravanning because I get to see all my

friends and stay up late. 

Outside of caravanning I enjoy reading, netball
and going to the park with my friends.



Youth section nominated

charity

 for 2025/2026

Solent Mind | For better mental health in Hampshire

As you are aware the rallies for 2026 are available to book this includes the

 two youth rallies. Find details of these below and don’t forget to book on as 

these are to help support their nominated charity Mind. 

Rally 10 - 10  - 12  April - little metlandsth th

Rally 26 - 24  to 26  July - Awbridge village hallth th



West Hants is on Instagram!!!!West Hants is on Instagram!!!!

West hants caravan club is now on instagram, to get the centre shown out there, to

what caravan life can be like. Show the amazing places we visit and adventures we go on. 

you can share you pictures, reels and videos of rallies through out the year. 

the page is monitored by our social media committee member Steph maddern. If you have any 

questions  or would like to send any content please reach out to her on 

steph.maddern@whampshirecc.co.uk

notice!
The centre are looking to expand their social media use. If you don’t wish to appear in

any photos taken at events please advise either the rally officers, Steph or of any

committee member.

Check out the page by following this link 

https://www.instagram.com/westhampshirecc/

https://www.instagram.com/westhampshirecc/


Charities

claire tarrant is completing  the windsor mighty  hike marathon  in june in aid of 

macmillan cancer support. 

if you can spare any pennies or pounds to donate to a very 

worthy cause  and help claire rach her target

please follow the below link to claire’s just giving page. 

Claire's Mighty Hike - Just Giving Page

Please find below details of a couple of charities that our fellow west Hants ralliers

are raising money for. 

If you would like to donate to thier charites, please follow the just giving links

provided. 

https://mightyhikesfundraising.macmillan.org.uk/fundraising/claire-tarrant-mighty-hike-fundraising-page?utm_medium=email&utm_source=PostOffice&utm_campaign=DS_EVENTS-LFC_Trans_NthDonation&fbclid=IwY2xjawQewyZleHRuA2FlbQIxMQBzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEeRkXuD-eUyIkf3MYlNV-MoDTA6p4iDUertuaGrftc0fK5y0NiqPK5OKKYJi8_aem_gvZkX1gkOEjVw8bH4Br_Tg


Charities

Freddies Memorial Golf Day 2026

Hi all,

We have asked if we could have a small write up printed in this month’s newsletter to

spread the word. As some of you know already, the unimaginable happened to us

Maddern’s 6 years ago. we welcomed a perfect little boy into this world, but after just

a few days we had to say goodbye to him as he wasn’t ready to face this world just yet.

So with this, his dad Tom and Grandad Les, who play golf or like a leisurely walk in all

weathers around a golf course chasing a small ball around. we decided to remember him

by hosting Freddies Memorial Golf Day each year to celebrate him in our own way, and

raise money for his two charities that helped us at the time, and who are still

supporting us.

 This year like last, we are raising money for Naomi House and Hospice. this is our way as

a family, thanking them for everything they do! not just for us in our hour of need, but

other young children and their families. without their support and dedication, we

wouldn’t be as strong as a family as we are today!

https://www.justgiving.com/page/tom-maddern-1727278820260?

utm_medium=FA&utm_source=CL

So we are asking if you can spare a few pennies. if you would be so kind to donate on the

just giving page, via the link above to help us raise as much money as possible. let’s see

if we can raise even more than we did at last year’s event. 

We have a few members participating this year on the 21  March so I’m sure some photos

will come through, but if nothing else, can we ask at some point on the 21  March, you

join us wherever you may be, look up at the sky, and a raise a glass and smile.

st

st

Love to you all,

Tom, Steph, Clara and Grace

And not forgetting Bruno!!

. 

https://www.justgiving.com/page/tom-maddern-1727278820260?utm_medium=FA&utm_source=CL
https://www.justgiving.com/page/tom-maddern-1727278820260?utm_medium=FA&utm_source=CL


A fond farewell....  

Anne and I have been members of the West Hampshire Centre since 1988. We joined the Caravan Club and West Hampshire when I

was still in the Royal Navy. We have attended over 700 rallies with our Centre, plus many more with other Centres, as well as visits to

Club sites and CLs. Many of these rallies were with our daughter Claire and son Andrew, who were both active members of the Youth

Section. In the not-so-distant past, I was Treasurer, Newsletter Editor, Committee member, Secretary and finally Centre Chairman.

Sadly, we lost our dear ‘Andy’ when he was 21, and the Youth Section Chairman’s medallion and Fellowship Trophy were presented to the

Centre in his memory. We will always be grateful for all the support we had from our Centre friends at the time.

The highlight of my time as Chairman was leading the Committee to run the Centre’s 3,000th Celebration Rally at Broadlands in 2007,

where nearly 400 vans attended.

We’ve always included a boat trip in our holiday rallies, whenever we can. I still need my ‘sea fix’ from time to time, especially since my

navy days! We even ran a rally at Gosport in 2005 for the International Festival of the Sea, with almost 200 vans in attendance. I

won’t go into too much detail about the re-enactment of the ‘Dunkirk Evacuation’ during one of our Dawlish rallies! Some of our

members might remember the Winter Programme event we organised a few years ago, when nearly 50 of us left Southampton on a

cruise ship for a short pre-Christmas trip to Amsterdam. I don’t think anyone else has tried running a ‘rally’ at sea before! As you can

see, there’s a bit of a theme going on here.

We moved to Devon nearly nine years ago to be closer to our daughter and her family, so we haven’t been as active with the Centre in

recent years. However, we have still added a few West Hampshire Rally Officer plaques to our collection of almost 100, as well as

attending other rallies when we were able. We even managed to encourage over 20 West Hampshire outfits to join us for a week-long

holiday rally at Dornafield, quite close to our new home in the West Country. The last rally we ran was at Devizes in June last year,

and our final rally was at Lymington in July.

We’ve really enjoyed our 37 years exploring the United Kingdom in our various caravans and, finally, our motorhome, and even on one

occasion, venturing to France.

Health issues have made us rethink our leisure plans for the future. After having the motorhome sit unused on our drive since last

July, we have decided that it is time to move on from our Motorhome/Caravanning days. Making a decision while we can is far better

than having a decision made for us. We finally said goodbye to our motorhome today. We’ll undoubtedly miss it, but we already have

plans to continue our other love of cruising, once I get the go-ahead to travel again.

Anne and I are sending our warmest wishes to all West Hampshire members, whether you are old friends or new faces, for many

more joyful rallies ahead!

West Hampshire is truly a special Centre, and we hope you will all take great care of it.

Alan Port

Past Centre Chairman - 2005 to 2007



Announcements

Sadly we must report the death of Colin Walker. Colin and his wife rallied with
the centre for a number of years, also running rallies for others to enjoy. Colin

was also Centre Treasurer.

Our thoughts are with his family. Funeral details for those who wish to attend
are:

Friday 20th Mar at 1pm at The Oaks, Havant.
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