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Can you believe we are nearly at the end of May already, and maybe into June by the time you read this.  How 

lovely has it been to have a few sunny days.  When the sun is shining, everyone is smiling        
We went away to the Wiltshire centres 60th celebration rally over the May Bank Holiay weekend, which was great 
fun.  The field was covered in buttercups so when the sun shone on Saturday, it was the best feeling, sat outside 
the van in the buttercup field….in shorts!  We even had to put some suncream on.  For those that know me, we 
obviously had to get the jugs of cocktails and gin out too!  It was 5pm somewhere! 
The elsan empying at this rally, for Shaun and I anyway, ended up being a purple job. Shaun was emptying the 
toilet casette but I drove him there, and then I sat in the car like a princess while he did the actual task! 
Do you ever have ‘discussions’ about empyting the toilet when the red light comes on, or just before the red light 
comes on.  ‘’that’s not going to last through the night’’, ‘’I’ll be moaning first thing in the morning if you don’t go 
and empty it now’’ ie the night before when it’s almost full.  Or do you do what one very sensible man does, 
which is to empty it every day, whether it is full or not.  It’s not very often you will hear this mans name, and the 
word ‘sensible’ in the same sentence.  You know who you are Pamelaaa! 
 
Do you have purple jobs in your van, or just pink and blue jobs?  
Purple jobs – you will both do 
Pink jobs – just for me 
Blue jobs – just for him 
I don’t often need to point out if something is a pink job, but I absolutley do point out when there is a blue job 
that needs doing haha.  I will do the blue job, only if Shaun is not away in the caravan with us, but that is the only 
time.  If Shaun is on the field somewhere you may hear Shhhhaaaaauuuuuuunnnnnnn (quite loud and 
winey/screechy) which is me calling him for a blue job.  Feel free to call out Shhaaaaaauuuuuun as well when you 
are away next…, he loves it! #Pinnochio 
 
I am thinking of making red jobs for the child. Our daughter, Poppy, fills up the water barrels and fire bucket 
when we first arrive on site, but maybe that could be a ‘red’ job all week when we are away.   
Poppy is on the Youth Section and they are all amazing at filling up everyones fire buckets and aqua rolls for a 
donation to their charity. So don’t forget to look for them when you arrive on site. #RedHoody 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
‘’Colour my world with sunshine everyday’’ 
 
 
 
 
 



 
THE YOUTH SECTION YAPPIES 

 

  
 

 
 

********************************************** 
  
 

 
 

IT’S RIDDLE TIME – WHAT AM I 
 

1. What spends its days lying about on the ground but never 
gets dirty?. 

2. I’m tall when I’m young, and I’m short when I’m old. 
3. What is full of holes but still holds water? 
4. What question can you never answer YES to? 

 
 

Hiya caravaners and motorhomers, my name is Jess. I am buzzing 
on rallies because I get to see my friends and mess about having 
the best time. I love the socials and watching the adults do crazy 
stuff! At home I love football, I watch it and play it - A LOT! 
This is my second year on the youth section and I totally love it, I 
absolutely love the YS rallies. 
My talent is chat up lines, see if you can use them........ 
If I could rearrange the alphabet I would put U and I together. 
Are you Microsoft because I think we have a connection. 
Do you believe in love at first sight or shall I walk past again. 
 
Hope to see you all on the rally field soon. 

Hi my name is Max. I have been rallying with 
West Hampshire for 7 years and I am in my 
second year on Youth Section, you will often see 
me selling Tuck.  I have made lots of new friends 
through caravaning and enjoy playing Manhunt 
with them.  My favourite rally so far this year 
has been Easter at Mary Hare. When I am at 
home in my spare time I like gaming with my 
friends. 
 



 
 

THOUGHTS OF CHAIRMAN MIKE 
 

The Rally season is in full swing now.  The first May Bank Holiday has come and gone, and we 
actually had some pleasant sunshine for a while. 
 
We are heading off tomorrow to South Lytchett Manor for a week followed straight on by a long 
week at Chideock, so I hope we will get to see many of you at one of these lovely venues. 
 
Wherever you have chosen to go for the Spring Bank Holiday, I am sure you will have a good 
time, and our wonderful Rally Officer’s will take good care of you. 
 
On the committee, we have been busily planning the programme of entertainment for our West 
Hant’s 60th celebrations in August.  It is going to be a grand and fun long weekend, and we are 
going to be marking the occasion in style.  If you have not booked yet, there is still a little space, 
but I should advise you it is filling quickly now, so please don’t leave it too late, as members 
from other centres are booking now and we don’t want you, our own centre members to miss 
out. 
 
I hope we see you all out on the Rally Field soon.  
 
Happy Rallying - Mike 
chairman@whampshirecc.co.uk 
07976 825051 

 
 
 
 
 

 

     

 
 

#TashOn 
 
Mike Firmager looking so sweet 
and innocent, with a curl in the 
hair….hhmmm! 
 
If that flowery sofa could 
talk……I bet it could tell a story 
or two about Mikey! 

mailto:chairman@whampshirecc.co.uk


CONGRATULATIONS YOUTH SECTION 
 

HUGE WELL DONE TO THE YOUTH SECTION FOR THE MONEY RAISED FOR CICRA LAST YEAR. 
 
Here is a snippet from the Cicra magazine called ‘the insider’, thanking Imogen and her team. 

 
Don’t forget the Youth Section are raising money again this year for Cicra as their chosen charity 
with Bethany as their Chair Person, so dig deep and please donate.  If you have anything you 
would like to sell (and donate the takings to the Youth Section) and/or any fundraising ideas, 
they would love to hear them. 

 
  

               
  

 
 
 

 



 
 

CONGRATULATIONS 
LINDA TOMLINSON ON ATTENDING 600 WEST HAMPSHIRE RALLIES 

STARTED RALLYING IN 1982 
LINDA HAS RUN/ORGANISED AND BEEN A RALLY OFFICER ON 38 RALLIES 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



I REMEMBER WHEN…… 
 
Linda used to run Chideock quite a few years ago now and one time when it was time to pack up 
(we all hate the last day/pack up day don’t we!). Linda was coming off of her blocks, and as she 
drove off, the block flipped up and went straight through the floor of her van. Not the best end 
to the holiday, but Linda took it in her stride, like she does everything.  There was not 
screaming/crying or dramatics, not with our Linda.   
While Linda was at work, Tony Light fixed her van.  What wonderful friends. 
 
One time at Chideock back when Fred Barrow was chairman, the farmer said we could use the 
barn, as it was rainy, for our flagpole. It turned out the barn had a heap of manure at the far end 
so there was a general feeling that we were in the ****.  Linda went to pay Geoff the farmer for 
the rally, and they had Plymouth gin together and then Linda had to go back to fellow rally 
officers feeling tipsy and guilty for her dinner.  This is what we did as rally officers at Chideock, 
rallying there 51 years, the farmer is like family. 
 
Linda rallied with her two children, and with Les and Maureen who became caravan 
grandparents.  In Cornwall, Linda used to go surfing a lot, and we would see her coming back 
from the surf, in her wetsuit, at the time when the rest of us were only just waking up!  
 
About 40 years ago, there was a convoy of 3 vans on a way to the Boarhunt rally that had got 
lost.  They spotted Linda in front and decided to follow her to the rally, unaware that she had an 
8 year old reading the map.  All the vans went down a lane and as it tightened up, Linda stopped 
and realised it was the wrong way to go. They all had to turn unhitch their vans , turn them 
around manualy (before the days of motormovers) and then hitch back up to get to the rally.  
 
 

I REMEMBER WHEN…… 
 
27 years ago, on the same rally field at Chideock, my Sister was studying for her GCSEs so she 
decided to stay at the van and study whilst Mum and Dad went out for the day to visit a site for 
a potential holiday rally in Devon (Gnome World for those that remember it).  Tom and I 
obviously jumped on the band wagon and managed to pursuade Mum and Dad to let us stay on 
site too.  So the 3 of us were left on site, with Vic in charge.  We were rudely awoken in Tent 
City, by Clair’s dramatics when Clair had realised she was locked out of the van and her study 
books were locked in the van.  Most kids would be really happy with this (no studying for the 
day) but oh no, not Clair, she needed her books and she needed them now. Vic came to the 
rescue and tried to break into the caravan door. Clair told Vic that Dad had given him permission 
to smash the window! #Pinnochio.  Vic tried but he couldn’t and wouldn’t smash the window, so 
instead he decided to unscrew the window and post Tom through it (he was the smallest and is 
still the thinnest now!). You could say the dramatics were worth it when Clair passed all of her 
GCSEs (including Drama #Dramatics) and is now a very successful/excellent Teacher. 
 
Oh the drama.  It all goes on at Chideock! 
 

 



 
WHAT’S COMING UP IN JUNE 

 
 

June 2024 

¶ Please see our website - www.whampshirecc.co.uk - to book your rallies and keep 
updated with the latest news (Posts, Newsletter and Focus) 
 

¶ Rallies coming up in June: 
Gold – Exbury Gardens 
Chill at the Farm – Brocklands Farm 
Playing in the Park – Royal Victoria Country Park 
Fruitful weekend - Sopley 
Summer at the Battery – Olivers Battery 
 
 
 
 

 
GUESS THE SITE 

What rally were these photos taken at? 
Answers are on the last page of the newsletter 

 

A.       B.   

C.  D.  
 

http://www.whampshirecc.co.uk/


 
CALENDER PERSON OF THE MONTH 

         

  Mrs May 

 

 

 

 

 

Name: Linda Tomlinson  
 
How long have you rallied for: Since 1982 
 
Favourite thing to do on a rally: I like to go on walks 
and cycling, but really treasure the company of other 
ralliers 
 
Favourite BBQ meal: Long time since I have BBQ’d, and 
the standing joke is I always have a shepherds pie that 
I’ve made at home 
 
Favourite type of social: I like them all, and a quiz if 
they are not taken too seriously  
 
Favourite tipple: Pimms with friends 
 
 
 



HAVE YOU BOOKED THIS YET? (BANK HOLIDAY WEEKEND) 
 

22ND – 27TH AUGUST 2024 
CCCCEELEBRATE GOOD TIMES COME ON DO DO DO DO DO DO DO DO 

CHERELLE – BOOM – WOODS – KIDS DISCO – GAMES - FOOD 
 

BOOK IT THROUGH OUR WEBSITE – WWW.WHAMPSHIRECC.CO.UK 

 

 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MEMBERSHIP AND FACEBOOK REMINDER….  
 

Membership: 
 
REMINDER: Your West Hampshire Membership does not automatically renew with your yearly 
CAMC membership 
  
To renew you need to go into the CAMC Membership/Local Centres/What is a Centre/Log into 
members area – log in details and click into West Hampshire.  
Alternatively, you can ring the membership number:  0342 318 813.  
Membership Cards:  With the new CAMC membership you do not automatically receive the ‘old’ 
plastic membership cards – they are now on a phone app (loads of you are happy with this), or (like 
me who likes the ‘old fashion’ plastic card in my wallet) you can request a ‘physical’ card to be sent 
to you by contacting CAMC direct at:  01342 336776. 
  
To view all West Hampshire Rallies:  www.whampshirecc.co.uk 
 
Thank you – Pauline  
secretary@whampshirecc.co.uk 
 
 
 

Facebook:  
 
To be able to join our West Hampshire Facebook Group, you need to be a West Hampshire member 
and request to join the group on Facebook.  I will check against our membership list and then 
authorise the request if you are showing as a West Hampshire member.  Our Facebook Group is a 
closed group, hence the request to join being necessary. 
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A BLAST FROM THE PAST…..2007 
 

CHAIRMAN WAS ALAN PORT, AND HERE IS A PICTURE OF THE COMMITTEE AND YOUTH SECTION.   
 DO YOU RECOGNISE ANY FACES/NAMES? I CERTAINLY DO. 

 

   
 

   
  
 
I love finding the old rally books, and looking through pictures.  It brings back the best memories 
doesn’t it.  If you have anything you would like to share, please email me at 
emma.elsey@whampshirecc.co.uk. 
 
 
 
 
 



A BLAST FROM THE PAST…..2008 
 

CHAIRMAN WAS MIKE FIRMAGER, AND HERE IS A PICTURE OF THE COMMITTEE AND YOUTH SECTION.   
 DO YOU RECOGNISE ANY FACES/NAMES? I CERTAINLY DO. 

 

  
 

  
 
 
 
 

 



RALLYING FUN IN APRIL 
 

 
Youth Section – Little Metlands 
Days before the rally, we all thought the Little Metlands Youth Section rally was not going to go 
ahead, because the weather had been so bad.  So it was extra exciting that the field was firm 
under foot and the rally went ahead.  The kids did what they do best and really pulled together 
as a team. They arranged the whole programme prior to the rally, and all pegged out the field, 
and practised (with human cars/caravans) how to site them.  They wore their red hoodies and 
high visibility vests with pride, and greeted every single caravan and motorhome at the gate as 
they arrived.  On Saturday they all attended and took part in an amazing first aid and epi pen 
training (thank you Steph and Tom, and Max and Evie).  The kids were all able to get hands on 
with the training and put dummies, I mean people, into the recovery position (thank you Stu, 
Sean and Gary).  They did CPR on resus Annie dolls, and they stabbed their legs with a training 
epi pen, to really get a feel of what its actually like.  They did a pub walk, then football skills 
training, followed by a friendly (slightly competitive) game of rounders.  In the evening they did 
a quiz where lots of the kids had prepared quiz rounds and they had to project their voices in 
the pods and try and control all of the adults.  To finish off the weekend, they cooked bacon rolls 
on Sunday followed by flagpole. All the time they were raising money for their charity Cicra 
(£124.61 this weekend alone), and loving life doing roly poly sausage rolls down the steep hill.  I 
went over with the children to video them, and the little pickles starting chanting my name to 
have a go….so how could I say no.  How Ethan (the speedy rocket) and the rest of them did not 
feel sick after, I do not know.  Once was enough for me!  It was a weekend enjoyed by every 
single person there.  Thank you Youth Section, you have smashed it once again and should feel 
very proud. 
 

First aid training learns:-  
AVPU: Alert, Voice, Pain, Unresponsive 
DR ABCC: Danger, Response, Airways, Breathing, Circulation, Catastrophic 
hemorrhage 

  
 

 
 



Youth Section – Little Metlands (continued) 
 

 

    

   

  

   
 



Youth Section – Little Metlands (continued) 
We are the proudest parents ever.  Well done Youth Section, keep leading the way and 
making a difference. 

 

   
 

 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank You, from your editor Emma Elsey  
 

 
 
 

Be more like  Petula  Clark  
Colour your world 

Sparkle with  friends  /  Shine bright  like  a diamond  
 

Colour  your world  with  sunshine  
Oh, you can colour my world with sunshine yellow each day! 

Oh, you can colour my world with happiness all the way! 
Just  take the green from  the grass and the blue from  the sky up above! 

And if you colour my world just paint it with your love! 
Just  colour my world. 

  

Answers 
 

Guess the site   -  A. Exbury   B. Orchard Farm    C. Olivers Battery  D. Hill Cottage 

Riddles   -  1.A shadow 2.A candle 3.A sponge 4.Are you asleep 

 
 
 

Feedback is a gift…. 
 
What would you like to read about?  
 
Do you have a memory you would like to share in the ‘I remember when’ section? 
 
I would love to see and share your pictures from rallies you have been on….  
 
Please email me - emma.elsey@whampshirecc.co.uk 


