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Friendships are special and so important to our health and happiness aren’t they.  We have different types of 
friends in our lives…..  The friends we went to school with (who you may still be friends with now as you have 
grown up with them) that knew you when you were playful and without a care in the world.  We have friends that 
we meet at parties and have a great night with. We have work friends, who we spend a lot of time with (many 
hours a day) who support us and care for us.  We have friends that we see once in a while and friends who we 
can’t go a day without talking to.   
Then we have our Caravan/Motorhome friends.  Now these are a special brew, a very special kind of friend 
indeed.  These friends are a mix of all of the friends above rolled into one.  We might say these friends are as 
close as family.  We see each other at our best (all dressed up for a dinner dance) and we see each other at our 
worst (first thing in the morning in our pjs changing the water barrel over!).  We can spend day and night 
together, trying out new things and seeing new places.  We spend time together walking, or on bikes or buses and 
we are so happy to share a field with, and a toilet block, and a chair space in a pod.  We eat and drink together, 
and share stories and laughs together.   
 
Here's to friendships…chin chin #Flamingo 
 

Companionship. Shared Interests. Light hearted conversation. Low pressure interactions. Emotional support. 
Trust. Comfort. Fun. Quality time. Advice. Love.  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE YOUTH SECTION YAPPIES 
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JOKE CORNER 
A man was driving down the road when a policeman stopped him.  He 
looked in the back of the truck and said “Why are these penguins in 
your truck?”  The man replied “These are my penguins, they belong to 
me”.  Policeman replied “You need to take them to the zoo”. 
Next day, the policeman pulled over the same truck driver – he saw the 
penguins were still in the truck, but they were wearing sunglasses.  “I 
thought I told you to take these penguins to the zoo!”.  Man replied – “I 
did”, “and today I’m taking them to the beach” 
 

I'm Ethan one of the older kids on youth 
section, I have been on it for a few years 
now and am going for chairman next year! 
I enjoy longboarding, music and gaming 
but mostly time with friends. 

Hi my name is Ruben. I enjoy caravaning 
because it is different to a normal day as I get 
to see all my friends. My favourite part of a 
rally is when socials happen in the pods or in a 
hall. At home I ride bikes with my Dad and 
sometimes help make jewellery or make clay 
models with my Mum. 



 
 

THOUGHTS OF CHAIRMAN MIKE 
What a great month West Hant’s has had.  Regardless of the weather, we have had some great 
rallies that have been enjoyed by all who were brave enough to venture out. 
 
The pictures of the fun and games at HMS Mary Hare over the Easter holiday look brilliant, with 
everybody dancing away in their themed costumes (some leaving more to the imagination than 

others – LES       ). 
 
After Easter, the first Youth Section rally of the year took place at Little Metlands Farm near 
Bishop’s Waltham.  The weather in the preceding weeks had been appalling, so we went out to 
check the field and were pleasantly surprised how well the ground had held up, despite all the 
rain.  This bodes well for our 60th rally which is at this site in August. 
 
Despite very windy weather, the Youth Section, and their supporters, put on a great weekend 
with: 

¶ First Aid Training (Courtesy of Steph & Tom Maddern). 

¶ Pub walk much enjoyed by all. 

¶ Rounders and football skills on the field. 

¶ Quiz evening. 

¶ Bacon Rolls. 

 

It is a great credit to West Hant’s that we have a vibrant Youth Section - so very well done and 
congratulations to Bethany and all her team and their supporters. 
 
I hope we see you all out on the Rally Field soon. 
 
Happy Rallying - Mike 
chairman@whampshirecc.co.uk 
07976 825051 

 
 
 

 

Can you spot Mike 
Firmager in this picture? 

 

mailto:chairman@whampshirecc.co.uk


2025 RALLY PROGRAMME 

*PROGRAMME SUBJECT TO CHANGE  /  RALLY OFFICERS ARE REQUIRED*  

Please contact Helen rallysecretary@whampshirecc.co.uk if you would like to run a rally.  Rally 
Officers are also requested to provide write ups for the book and web by end of June. 

 



THANK YOU 

 
SO MUCH TO BE GRATEFUL FOR OVER THE LAST FEW MONTHS…. 

 
Thank you Luke for jump starting my car.  At the end of the Irish rally, when all the ralliers had 
left, Luke hooked up his van, and when I went to hook up mine, my car wouldn’t start.  With 
some huffing and puffing (pushing the car up and down the field) we managed to jump start it in 
the end using the scout leaders jump leads.  Thank you Luke and Zoe for staying and rescuing us. 
 

  
 

 
 
Thank you to Tom for instantly offering to get your valeting van and jet washing the patio 
outside of Mary Hare School, that was covered in the eggs, from the famous Egg Toss game. 
Thank you also for the cheeky little shower you gave me whilst I was photographing you hard at 
work! FMValeting is the cleaning business Tom and Steph run, so if you need your caravan or 
Motorhome cleaned, Tom’s your man – cheeky plug for you there Tom which is the least I can 
do. 

 
 
 
 

 



THANK YOU 
 

SO MUCH TO BE GRATEFUL FOR OVER THE LAST FEW MONTHS….. 

 
 
Thank you to Steph and Tom for their excellent and informative first aid course at Little 
Metlands Youth Section Rally.  Your talk and demonstration was fantastic.  Letting the children 
(and adults) do CPR on Annie as well as putting volunteers into the recovery position and go 
through some scenarios, really tested their learning.   

  
 
 
 

Thank you to Evie and Max for demonstrating how to use Epi Pens, and for explaining when and 
why they are needed. It was great that you had a practice pen that you shared with everyone, so 
they could feel how hard you need to stab it into you leg for it to be effective.  Great session, 
thank you. 

  
 
 

 

 



THANK YOU 
 

SO MUCH TO BE GRATEFUL FOR OVER THE LAST FEW MONTHS… 

 

 
Thank you to Clem, Zecci and Mike for lending the Youth Section your pods for the weekend.  
Thank you to Ian for lighting them all up.  Another thank you to everyone that helped put them 
up, and rapidly put them down when the wind suddenly increased.  Thank goodness for you all 
putting your names on them. #Gutters #Doors 
 

 
 
 

Thank you to Helen, Gary, Chelle, Steve, Leanne, Nick, Linda, Graham, Mike and Pauline for 
sharing your equipment with us – oi oi!  Thank you for lending us slow cookers, air fryers, bain 
marie, pump pots, BBQs and your time.  You are all so generarous with your equipment and 
your time, and it is very much appreciated. 

 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 

 



 
THANK YOU 

 
SO MUCH TO BE GRATEFUL FOR OVER THE LAST FEW MONTHS… 

 
Thank you to Claire for always looking out for our trusted friends (our pets).  Recently Bruno and 
Cooper have both been limping on the rally field, and you are never too busy to check them over 
and give us (their owners) some peace of mind.  I have seen you in action and how you are with 
our dogs and cannot thank you enough for being you. 

   
 

 
Thank you to Jan for making us our gorgeous machine embroidered wall hang ‘home is where 
we park it’ for our caravan.  You made it to match our caravan colour theme and I absolutely 
love it, it is perfect. 

 
Readers: If you would like one for your caravan or motorhome, please do get in touch 
(emma.elsey@whampshirecc.co.uk) and I can put you in touch with Jan, who will discuss your 
colour theme with you and agree a price with you. 

 
 

 



 
WHAT’S COMING UP IN MAY 

 
 

May 2024 

¶ Please see our website - www.whampshirecc.co.uk - to book your rallies and keep 
updated with the latest news (Posts, Newsletter and Focus) 
 

¶ Rallies coming up in May: 
Sussex stroll – East Ashling Nurseries 
60th Birthday Invite – Charlton Park 
Invite from West Sussex – Breamore House 
South West Region Question time – American Museum, Bath 
Early Holiday – South Lytchett Manor 
ClubFest – Weston Park 
Light up Chideock – Dog House Farm 
Spring in Steadham - Midhurst 
 
 
 

 
GUESS THE SITE 

What rally were these photos taken at? 
Answers are on the last page of the newsletter 

 

A.       B.  

C.  D.  

http://www.whampshirecc.co.uk/


 
CALENDER PERSON OF THE MONTH 

  

Mrs April 

 

 

 

 

Name: Claire Tarrant 
 
Age: 44 
 
How long have you rallied for: 9 years 
 
Favourite thing to do on a rally: Drink, dance, socialise, 
laugh, repeat 
 
Favourite BBQ meal: Belly pork or anything as long as 
I'm not cooking 
 
Favourite type of social: I love the rally social walks, 
with a stop off at a pub. I also love evening socials 
where I get to dance and mess about with my family 
and mates.  
 
Favourite tipple: I hope I'm known as the gin queen, 
but I do love a glass of fizz, but it has to be cold. 
 
Share a story…..  
So many happy memories, but mine is most rallies I say 
hello to the rally officers and I am presented with an 
envelope and an alcoholic drink, while Sean levels and 
preps the van and once all the work is done about an 
hour later I return to the van not to help but to 
replenish the drinks and go back to the group. 
 



80% FULL ALREADY – BOOK FAST 
 

22ND – 27TH AUGUST 2024 
THE WEEKEND IS GOING OFF WITH A BOOM 
EXPLOSIVE ACTS / CELEBRATIONS / PARTY 

BOOK IT THROUGH OUR WEBSITE – WWW.WHAMPSHIRECC.CO.UK 

 

 
 



 
 

 
 

ETHAN WINSTANLEY 

 
LOOK OUT FOR ETHAN ON THE RALLY FIELD 

 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

THINGS YOU CAN DO WITH A RALLY PLAQUE…..THIS TICKLED ME….  
 
I know this will make some of your jaws drop!  Some of you love your plastic plaques and what they 
mean, and being able to look back over them to see where you have been and how many rallies you 
have been on, and I do too, but this tickled me.  Some people spent a whole weekend using their 
plaque for other things, as it was quite a useful shape. 
 
If you can’t find a spoon to stir your tea, don’t worry, use your rally plaque 
If you fancy an olive and can’t find a cocktail stick, don’t worry, use your rally plaque 
Your toast has popped and you can’t find a knife to spread the butter, don’t worry, use your rally 
plaque 
You need to unscrew the window catch (I am not sure why, when you can just lift the catch!), but 
don’t worry, use your rally plaque 
You need to file/clean your nails, don’t worry, use your rally plaque 
Your hair needs holding back, don’t worry, use your rally plaque 
You need to put a bottle stop in your bottle (again, I am not sure why, when you can just finish the 
whole bottle glug glug glug), don’t worry, use a rally plaque 
 

   
 

    



RALLYING FUN IN MARCH 
 

 
Spring in the Forest - Centenary 
 
This lovely site was new to the programme and it did not disappoint.  The pitches were flat, the 
toilets were clean and the location was fabulous.  We were able to walk from the site, to the 
Forest which was lovely with the sun beaming down.  Nearby was the quirky village of Burley, 
that is known for its witchcraft, and it had some lovely little gift shops.  We enjoyed fish and 
chips from the chippy van that arrived on site Saturday night and we fully enjoyed the sun.  
 

  
 

   
 
 
 
 

 

 
 



 
 

Spring into action – Lytton Lawn 
 
This is another new venue added to the programme.  Being able to use the sister, site 1 mile 
down the road to go swimming and play in the arcade (for the kids and big kids) is fantastic.  To 
then be able to come back to the quieter site, Lytton Lawn, and also have electric, is great.   The 
caravan evening quiz, being delivered by the rally officers to each van, was enjoyed by all. 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 



 
Back for the Craic – Copythorne Scout Hut 
#FridayNightBuzz meant there were a few sore heads Saturday but that did not stop play, as the 
ralliers enjoyed an Irish coffee or a baileys hot chocolate Saturday morning. In the evening there 
was baby Guinness shots, Guinness and jugs of whiskey mac (whiskey, lime and ginger ale) and 
from someone that doesn’t like whiskey or ginger ale, I can honestly say it was lovely.  There 
were a fair few others enjoying it too we were glad to see.  Then we had the incredible Esme 
doing some Irish dancing for everyone.  Esme is a national champion and we could all see why. 
She was outstanding.  Of course, Shaun got some men and women up to dance the Irish jig for 
everyone which was great fun, so thank you for everyone for taking part.  We had the Irish 
Rover song, with everyone joining in the 4, 2, 2, 0 claps followed by all of the children doing an 
Irish jig too which led nicely into the disco (thank you Ian for the music/lights/decs).  

   

   

    

  



 
All at sea in HMS Mary Hare – Mary Hare School 
 
Being able to put everyone on hard standing was perfect, and it meant the rally could go ahead 
come rain or shine…and didn’t it rain as the vans arrived Thursday evening!  Friday kids club was 
such fun with painting and games, followed by hot cross buns for all. Friday evenings Murder 
Mystery was great, as the characters really got into it, so much so the ralliers could not tell if 
Zecci was actually really drunk or not.  Saturday pub walk (welly walk) was well attended and 
there was a buzz in the air as everyone was getting their costumes ready for the fancy dress 
party. Laura entertained everyone and the ralliers were on the dance floor from the first song, 
until the last, it was electric in there. Sunday there were some sore heads (which was all down 
to the clocks and losing an hours sleep – nothing to do with the amount of booze/shots/rum 
punch consumed). Easter Sunday was so much fun with the chocolate egg hunt and egg toss 
catch/throw game. The evening was in full swing once again with rock and roll bingo and an 
eggcellent game of points and dares.  
 

   

   

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

All at sea in HMS Mary Hare – Mary Hare School 
(pictures continued) 

 
 

    

   

   

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank You, from your editor Emma Elsey  
 

 

Answers 
 

Guess the site   -  A. Centenary   B. Little Metlands    C. Awbridge  D. Wareham 

 
 

Feedback is a gift…. 
 
What would you like to read about?  
 
Do you have a memory you would like to share in the ‘I remember when’ section? 
 
I would love to see and share your pictures from rallies you have been on….  
 
Please email me - emma.elsey@whampshirecc.co.uk 


