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Sing with me – ‘In the summer time, where the weather is……’ not as good as in June!  
But it was good enough for the hardened West Hants ralliers. We managed to get our swimsuits on and enjoy 
the fresh sea air, making sandcastles, swimming in the sea and searching for hermit crabs. One evening we were 
rocking in the caravan.  Not because of that, you naughty lot. I was talking about the storm that hit.  We had the 
storm straps on the awning and we hunkered down. I don’t know about you, but I love hearing the rain on the 
caravan roof, and when all was calm in the morning, it was the start to another glorious day. 

 

At the start of the summer holidays, we ran our own youth section rally.  We kicked off the 
weekend with fruit racing (a big thanks to Nigel for helping us). Saturday morning started off 
with bacon rolls followed by crafts making leis for the evening social. Saturday evening we had 
a Hawaiian themed party with cocktails and tattoos. Thank you to Shaun and Paul, for 
auctioning off various items, including the giant carrot.  
 
Thank you to all the youth section parents for supporting us.  
 
We would also like to say a massive thank you to everyone who has supported the youth 
section charity, (CICRA) over the last year, by both raising money and donating money, our total 
raised so far is £1656.02 
 
Thank you, Imogen and the Youth Section 

 

 



THOUGHTS OF CHAIRMAN MIKE 
 

Well, the end of the summer holiday season is in sight, even though the jolly old weather has 
not been perfect, we have very much enjoyed all of the rallies we have attended, and we are 
looking forward to the late summer and autumn program still to come.  Maybe we’ll get an 
Indian summer in September/October, let’s hope so. 
 
Helen our rally sec has been working hard on next year’s rally program and it is looking good, 
with some interesting new venues. So, it’s a big thank you to Helen for all her efforts on our 
behalf. 
 
As I said in last month’s newsletter, West Hant’s is strong and growing at present, which is very 
pleasing, and we have a great team this year of officers, committee members and very 
importantly rally officers.  However, we would very much like more of you to join the team as 
we have been running a little shorthanded.  This is OK for a short while, but we do not want to 
overload the few.  It’s the old message from me, “if we all do a bit, everybody gets the 
benefit”. 
 
If you are thinking of standing for committee, please ask for a nomination form, and we will 
gladly send one out to you. 
 
Sadly, Emma our treasurer has decided to stand down this year.  Emma has filled this position 
for the last three years and we thank her for everything she has done for us during that time.  
This is a critical role as without a treasurer we cannot run the centre, so we fairly urgently 
require a new treasurer to be in place. 
If you think you could take on this role, we would be delighted to hear from you. 
 
Although the AGM rally at Awbridge Village Hall is virtually full now, we would still very much 
like to see you at the AGM itself on Saturday the 7th of October. The Youth Section AGM is at 
12.30pm and the main West Hampshire Centre AGM starts at 1.30pm.  So please come and tell 
us what you think, we would very much like to hear what you have to say, as it is “your club”.  
 
Happy Rallying                                                                                                    
 
Mike 
chairman@whampshirecc.co.uk 
07976 825051 
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CALENDER PERSON OF THE MONTH 

 
 

Mrs August 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

September 2023 

• Please see our website - www.whampshirecc.co.uk - to book your rallies and keep 
updated with the latest news (Posts, Newsletter and Focus) 

• Rallies coming up in September: 
Rally – Autumnal Winchester – Olivers Battery 
Rally – Harvest Time at Orchard Farm – Orchard Farm 
Rally – Regional AGM – Museum of Army Flying 
Rally – A Little Bit of Eden – Edengate 
Rally – Moors Valley in Autumn – Woolsbridge Manor Farm 
Rally – Pyesmead on the Prowl – Pyesmead Farm 
 
 

Name: Debbie Reynolds 
 
Age: 65 years young 
 
Caravaning (how long): 35 years 
 
Favourite thing to do on a rally: I love meeting up with all 
my friends and joining in all the activities or socials that 
have been organized by the rally officers 
   
Favourite BBQ meal: Steak 
 
Favourite type of social: Organised walks 
 
Favourite tipple:  Gin and Tonic 
 
Sharing a story: 
When my daughter got burnt by a coffee pot and how all 
our caravanning friends helped in what was a very 
traumatic event.  Thankfully she was not badly injured but 
we are forever thankful to the ralliers that helped. 
 
 
 
 

http://www.whampshirecc.co.uk/


 

BBQ SCRUMPTIONESS 
 
 
 
 

 
 

      
 
 
 

 
 

4 LEGGED FRIENDS 
Meet Dexter, living his best doggy life in his caravan 

 

 
 

 
 

Name: Dexter 
 
Age: 5 months 
 
Dexter joined Emma and Ruben (and their 
dogs Arlo and Queenie) 3 months ago.  He 

loves to play with his balls     and loves 
playing with Arlo.  His favourite treat is 
chicken feet. 
A funny story was when we were in Dawlish, 
Charlie (Abby’s sister) made Emma a loom 
band bracelet which Emma lost.  But it 
wasn’t lost, because Dexter pooped out a 
brightly coloured bracelet haha 
 

Chicken and Chorizo Paella 
Ingredients – Diced chicken, chorizo, diced red pepper, diced yellow pepper, sliced 
mushrooms, chopped onion, arborio risotto rice, paella spice stock. 
I can vouch for this, as I was given some (lucky me), that it was absolutely lovely.  If anyone 
else wants to share their recipes in the Newsletter, I will be happy to taste test the dishes! 
 



          
YOU STILL HAVE TIME TO NOMINATE……… 

West Hampshire Caravan and Motorhome Club  - A G M   

Saturday 7th October 2023 - Awbridge Village Hall – SO51 0GQ 

WEST HAMPSHIRE CENTRE COMMITTEE 

Nominations for CENTRE OFFICERS and COMMITTEE to be received by the Centre Secretary by: 
1.30pm on Saturday 23rd September 2023 

Nominations for YOUTH SECTION OFFICERS and COMMITTEE to be received by the Centre 
Secretary by: 12.30pm on Saturday 23rd September 2023 

 

NOTICES OF MOTION (to be received 35 days prior to AGM)  

Notices of Motions, to be received in writing by the Centre Secretary by: 12.00 noon - Saturday 
2nd September 2023 

 

HERE IS YOUR CURRENT COMMITTEE:  
Look how happy they all are.  That’s what volunteering does for you, so why not join the team?! 

   

     

   



GUESS THE SITE 
What rally were these photos taken at? 

 

A.       B.  

B.  D.  
 
 
 

PROUD AS PUNCH 
A picture in the Dawlish Gazette newspaper.  Dawlish (the pretty little seaside town) is voted the 
best place for a staycation.  Whilst on holiday there this year, Stuart had a great idea to enter 
into the ‘pram race’.  Paul spent hours making the pram and then the 3 men (Stuart, Gary and 
Shaun) ran the course as a team.  The course was 2 miles long, stopping at 17 pubs and drinking 
what ever the pub decided to give them.  They finished in a very respectable 35 minutes.  The 
Mayor joined the team for pictures and the event organiser gave West Hants a shout out over 
the microphone (Bottom right picture) 

  
 



I REMEMBER WHEN…. 
Back in the 90’s when the Youth Section ran a rally and decided to do a Cross Dressing theme.  
The effort into the costumes just set the scene for the whole evening, which was full of fun and  

laughter, dancing and crazyness. Do you recognise these faces!     

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
RALLYING FUN IN JULY 

 

 
Peaceful Pyesmead – Pyesmead Farm, Plaitford 
What a lovely rally in the farmers field, with the Folk festival next door, where we were able to 
sit outside until the late evening listening to the amazing bands playing.  The pods were put up, 
the swimming pool was available to be booked and the sun was shining.  We enjoyed a lovely 
woodland walk where the kids and the dogs played in the water and the shade from the trees 
were just what we all needed.  

   

    

    

 

    
 

 
 
 



 

 
Summer at Bamptons – Bamptons Farm 

An amazing 4 night rally that was well attended, despite the weather forecast.  As it turned out, 
the weather did not stop play and the rally officers were able to put on everything they had 
planned.  A social gathering, a quiz, Ukelele jam, prize bingo, bacon rolls to name just a few.  The 
location of this site is fantastic.  You can go strawberry picking opposite, which some people 
did/enjoyed.  You can walk or get the train to Lymington, where some people enjoyed the 
seafood festival that was on.  You can get the ferry to the Isle Of Wight, which again, some 
people enjoyed on their bikes.  So this rally has something for everyone. 

Huge thank you to Denise and Richard Fielding who stepped in as rally officers at the last 
minute, due to Mike Firmager having a heart procedure the day before the rally.  For those that 
know Mike, you won’t be shocked to hear that he still ‘ran’ the rally.  Trying to tell Jim and 
Richard how to peg the field out from his chair was interesting, and Jim and Richard did it their 
way anyway….and it worked. 

   

   

   

 

 

 



 
Summer at Bamptons – continued 

   

   

    

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
Youth Section Fun – Awbridge Village Hall 

The Youth Section were incredible and organised the whole weekend, which was a huge 
success.  They cooked bacon rolls for everyone, organised an arts and crafts session and they 
put on a race night with vegetables (you had to be there to believe it).  They chose to do a fancy 
dress Hawaiian party, where they did cocktails and mocktails, as well as tattoos and an auction.  
The children and big children had a fantastic night, even if there was a few sore heads in the 
morning.  Great effort once again from our amazing Youth Section. 

     

     

   

     

       



Youth Section Fun at Awbridge Village Hall - continued 

    

   

    

    

   

     

      



Youth Section Fun at Awbridge Village Hall - continued 

    

     

      

     

   

    

 
 
 



Youth Section Fun at Awbridge Village Hall – continued 

    

    

   
 
 

 

 
Visitors to the Devon and Cornwall rally, at Exmouth 

Very proud of Dave and Lyn Huntley for bringing home the trophy.  They entered the boules 
competition and THEY WON. Whoop whoop, well done both of you. 

  

 
 
 

  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank You, from your editor Emma Elsey 

Answers 
 

Guess the site   -  A. Stedham   B. Chideock    C.  Shamba  D. Eden Gate 

 

Feedback is a gift…. 
 
What would you like to read about?  
 
Do you have a memory you would like to share in the ‘I remember when’ section? 
 
I would love to see and share your pictures from rallies you have been on….  
 
Please email me - emma.elsey@whampshirecc.co.uk 


