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NEWSLETTER — HOLIDAY RALLIES 2022

Rallies over bank holiday weekends, school holidays and week long events can be as much or as little as you want
them to be (that’s in relation to the price as well as activity levels). We have rallies on commercial sites with
electric hook up (we get them cheaper booking as a rally because we don’t have to pay any hidden fees per
person, per dog, per awning etc, we pay one fixed nightly fee). We also have rallies in fields without electric, and
we power everything with our solar panel/gas. This means we can have the best locations for the cheapest nightly
fees, in peak holiday seasons. If you haven’t tried being away in your caravan/motorhome without electric before,
then give it a go, even just for a few nights at first, to see how it feels. You will not regret it.

Below are some of the holiday rallies that were organised in 2022. Most of these will be running again in 2023 so
if they take your fancy, be sure to have a look at our website and book yourselves on.

You are able to view and book all of the West Hampshire 2023 rallies on the new website
www.whampshirecc.co.uk

If you have any questions about any of the rallies below, please do not hesitate to contact me by email or phone.
emma.elsey@whampshirecc.co.uk or 07881912644
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Wany Fane Easten (April)

Lovely long weekend at this incredible school in Newbury, where we are lucky enough to rally
there because Stuart Huntley works at the school. We are allowed to have access to the hall so
there is a full packed agenda consisting of kids club, morning coffee, hot cross buns and bacon
rolls. Dinner cooked for you on Friday, Saturday and Sunday. An Easter egg hunt for children
and adults. A pub walk. Slip and slide fun entailing use of tarpaulins and a lot of water/soap and
diving/sliding down the hill. Easter egg toss. Evening fun and games with a live singer and so
much more. This year the theme was superheroes and wow, wow, wow did the ralliers go all
out. Fun and laughter was had by all, allllll weekend long (Thursday to Monday).

Rallies are now bookable on our website, www.whampshirecc.co.uk
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Dornafield (THay)

Devon Holiday Rally - How it Happened by Alan and Anne Port

The rally itself seemed from our side of the fence at least, to run smoothly. We had an informal
get together on the first evening. | ran through a few updates of the list of suggestions of places
to visit in the South Devon area which I'd emailed to everyone a few weeks before the rally
started to give them chance to plan their exploration. It would take about a month to visit
everywhere on the list as there is so much to do within a few miles of Dornafield. By 10AM
most days, the rally field was empty of ralliers, who were off to visit one or other of the local
attractions.

Popular places from talking to people included the quirky small town of Totnes a few miles along
the road from the site with its Elizabethan market. The towns of Babbacombe, Torquay and
Brixham were also popular. A ‘Round Robin’ river boat, steam train and open top bus trip from
Totnes to the naval town of Dartmouth, Kingswear and Paignton was enjoyed by quite a few
people. Some ralliers ventured onto Dartmoor and to Buckfast Abbey, a pristine building,
constructed by Benedictine monks in the last century. Ten ralliers accepted our invitation to
have a private guided tour of Dame Agatha Christie’s holiday home, Greenway, now owned by
the National Trust. Anne & | are volunteer guides at the house when we are not away in the
Motorhome.

Flagpole was accompanied by a cream tea although we didn’t get into a discussion about the
correct Devon method of applying cream and jam to our scones!

We hope that everyone who attended our holiday rally, enjoyed their time in our new ‘home
county’. Certainly, while walking past the caravans late in the evening to make sure that ralliers
were settled down for the night, the reassuring gentle sound of sipping Horlicks, (other
beverages were also available), suggested that relaxing days had been experienced.

Perhaps we’ll see you down in the West Country again sometime in the future. (Did | say that?)

We're looking forward ourselves to rallying with West Hampshire in the not too distant future.
Alan & Anne

I think you will all agree, this site and location looks absolutely stunning (see pics below).
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A walk was arranged over the weekend as you can see by the photos, it was well attended,
across the fields to West Ashling mill pond then towards Funtington pass the pigs and onto St
Marys Church (Largely rebuilt in 1858, it retains a C13 north arcade, two late C13 chancel
chapels and a C15 tower). Heading back now up Downs Rd to the Broadley Copse pig farm
(which are Landrace crossed with White Duroc) along The Broad Walk, where there is an AD
plant which turns organic materials into biogas which is a highly versatile renewable green fuel
(The project build was completed in 2018 and is now fully operational, producing 1.8 megawatts
of green energy. Around 85% of the electricity generated is sold to the grid and the remainder is
used to power the farm and the plant itself).

Across the minor road called Woodend into Ashling Wood following the Bridle path through the
bluebell woods and on to Stoke Wood where we exit onto Stoke Road and back towards the
Horse and Groom public house where some drop off for a visit (This public house gets very busy
so next year we will have to look for alternative) finally across the road back along the footpath
by the side of the field

Rallies are now bookable on our website, www.whampshirecc.co.uk
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Chideock (Way|June)

9 amazing days at Chideock. This site has an incredible location on the Jurassic coastline and
you can go to the rally for as many or as little nights as you wish. You can walk to the beach
from the site within 10 minutes, as well as take some longer walks to Golden Cap (highest point
on the south coast) and to West Bay. The bus stop is right outside the site so you can drive or
catch the bus to surrounding areas like Weymouth, Lyme Regis, Charmouth and so many more
glorious places. The views from your caravan/motorhome are absolutely stunning all around
the site. If digging for fossils is your thing, or paddle boarding and swimming, then this site is
the one for you. We had fun on the field too, with gin tasting, rum tasting and some
competitive but friendly games (horseshoe throwing, boules, music quiz and more). The cream
tea was enjoyed by all and the red, white and blue Jubilee celebration was one we will not
forget. Singing the national anthem, all together, at the street party was a memory that will stay
with us forever.

The Chideock Rally will be on again next year (Friday 26" May to Sunday 4th June) — to celebrate
50 years of rallying at Chideock. Yes you read that right....50 years....that is how good this
rally/location is.

Rallies are now bookable on our website, www.whampshirecc.co.uk
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Cinencester (Qune)

This event was an amalgamation of the South West Centres, working together as one amazing
team, to put on the first ever South West Centres rally. The event was a complete success so it
will be running again in June 2024 (every other year) and it coincides with the Cotswold show.
You can walk to the Cotswold show from the rally as it is held in the same grounds. You will
often see the polo team warming up with their horses ready for a match, which is a real treat in
the stunning setting. The event had live entertainment for 3 nights, to include a solo singer,
duo, a band and a comedian. There were children’s clubs where we did arts and crafts as well as
games, and there was a children’s disco every evening also. Everyone enjoyed a fun games
afternoon, afternoon tea, bacon rolls and so much more. We had a visit from a pizza van as
well, which was lovely not having to cook that evening.

On paper it looks like it was further away than we would normally travel, for a weekend, but |
can honestly say it was one of the easiest journeys ever (1.5hrs), but it did not take any longer
than trying to get to the new forest for a weekend, because we were going the opposite way to
all of the south coast traffic. A journey well worth making.

This event will be running in 2024 so keep a look out for it on the website at the end of this year.
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Dawlisk Warnen (rfugust)

This was a West Dorset rally in 2022, but the location is so fantastic that West Hants will be
running a rally there in 2023, during the children’s school holidays (August 2023).

Dawlish Warren in Devon is the perfect location. From the site you can walk to a sandy beach,
that has lifeguards working on it, so you can feel safe with your young ones. If you like
swimming, body boarding, canoeing, fishing, rock pooling or casually walking with your feet in
the sand/sea, then Dawlish Warren beach is just the place for you. There is a separate section
on the beach for dogs, further down, so it is perfect for a beach day and/or a lovely beach walk
with your 4-legged friends. There is also go karting, children’s rides, 4 pubs, local shops, ice
cream/pasty places and some lovely gift shops too. Even though all of this is very close to the
site, you cannot hear any of it from the field, so if you prefer a quieter holiday then this one will
suit you as well. You can get the train or the bus from this site, so whether you have a caravan
or a motorhome, this site could not offer you anymore. You can catch the steam train or take a
boat ride, and there is also a cycle path from the site too (flat route which is great for families
with young children) using their leg power. Unlike these clever bikes now with the electric boost
functions. | know what you are thinking reading this, that is sounds too perfect so it is going to
cost too much....well you just wait until you read the price (keep reading). It is a jaw dropping,
eyes wide open, | need to read that again kind of price.

Dawlish is known for their famous black swans which is a short walk or train/bus ride. They held
a carnival this year which was fantastic to watch as well as a crazy/fun pram race which was a
pub crawl around the town, as a race, in fancy dress format with the prams being made into all
sorts of brilliant spaceships, animals and so much more.

Where can you go during peak holiday season with a sandy beach, for less than £150.....7 Yes,
less than £150 for the week, not per night! Dawlish Warren, that’s where. Now that’s made your
ears prick up hasn't it.

A West Hants Dawlish Rally will be running in August 2023

Rallies are now bookable on our website, www.whampshirecc.co.uk
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Warnetam Forest (October)

This rally is run on a fully equipped site, with gravel pitches and electricity. Perfect for October
when it can be super sunny or slightly rainy. We get free wifi on this site, and we don’t have to
pay extra for people/dogs/awnings etc, so the nightly fee is an all inclusive one. There are
stunning walks from the site, as well as a playground for the children. The kids love to ride their
bikes on this site because there are some tracks in the woods that are small enough for bikes
and big enough to make the children smile with excitement. There are some fantastic places
nearby to visit, like The Tank Museum, Monkey World, Swanage, Corfe Castle, Studland Bay,
Blue Pool, Poole and so much more.

We are lucky enough to be allowed to use the hall on this site, privately for our use, so we
enjoyed kids club 5 mornings, coffee mornings and 4 evening socials. The socials were a mix up
of competitive games (kids vs adults), a music quiz with some alternative rounds, a kids talent
show and a disco/games night (fancy dress style).

The trick or treating put on by the ralliers is absolutely spooktacular...sometimes so spooktacular
the children send their parents into the awning to get the sweets. And finally, what can we say
about the scary walk....there are no pictures of this because you are not allowed a torch, so to
find out more, you will just need to book on the rally next year. Cackle cackle!

This rally will be on in October 2023 for 7 nights, during the children’s school holidays.

Rallies are now bookable on our website, www.whampshirecc.co.uk
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